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Russell Hastings Millward
Youngest American Explorer

Millward, the Young American Explorer, Return-|
ing from El P:ten, the “Land of Mystery,”
Brings Stories of Vast Archacological
Interest and Records of a Hitherto
Unknown and Rich Regi:n.

HE recent of & young

American

experience

in the great unknown

district of Peten, ln Guatemala, has
furnished for sclence one of the most val-
uable records in years regarding the life
of what Is perhaps the most anclunt race
of human beings in exist

10¢

In & trip just ccmpleted, In which he
spent more than two year# In the jun-
gles of a territory whose mystery has for

years repelled as
venturous, HRussell
America’s youngest explorer, has not only
captured the world's mlleage reeord by
travelling across more than three thou-
sand miles of unknown country, but has
opened up for the merchant and archol-
ogist a land whose wealth has hitherto
only been guessed &t

The popular impression that there I8 no
more work for tha twentieth century ex-
plorer eculd find no better refutation
than In the exploit of this young man
The district of Peten, lying to the west-

s attracted the ad-

well

Hastings Millward,

ward of British Honduras, between the
Caribbean coast and the Bay of Cam-
peche, has been known slnce time im-
memorial to all Central Amerlcans &
“The Mystery." There Millward has lo-
cated lakes and mouuntalns whose exist-
ence has hitherto be¢n a matter of rumor

only. For the first time a white man his
penetrated those fastnesses and seen the
ruins of temples and palac

es which, now

overgrown and burled under the follugs
of the jungle, were once the centres of
magnificent citles, He has not only out

lined the extent of the once flourishing
empire of the Maya race, but, of impor-
tance to the world of commerce, he ha

practically opened up a new field whose
riches will In a few years be one of the

An Indizan-
Edsgd tool found
an“the heart of
the jungles of Peten.,
Guatemuala
chief assetz of the Guatemalan govern-
ment.

To see this great unknown jungle with
his own eyes, thus doing what no white
man had ever done before, the younge ¢x-
plorer left Now York two years ago, He
went stralght to Belize, a town on tho
Caribbean coust of British Honduras, and
thers, while making arrangements for
the expedition, he met Claudio Urrutia,
yEOvVernment ¥urveyor tor Guatemaln, who
had made short trips inland, and who

white man was leading them up into the
very country sacred, according to tradi-
| tion, to thelr anecestors, who  would
| avenge the Insult of trespass, terrifled
them When nlght came on they were
sually In o state of panle, and during
the day tho slightest accldent out of ti

ordinary s=erved to put them on Lhelr
guard ngainst some Imaginnry ovil, M-
ward, talking to them in thelr language
tried repeatediy to discover the cause ol
thelr fears, T nearest he catme to It
| was on one occaslon when, ascending a
| ridge of land one wn, his machet
| suddenly stonped and refused to go any
further
THE TERRORSTRICKEN MAYAS.
| He had been Lusy with hls instrument
and the Arst he notleed of Lmpendl
trouble was whe he looked up o,
his four machete men huddled toget
tulking In an undertone 1 rd
them to go ahead, but they rew  olo
y helped get together men, pack animals  together, giving overy Indication of Ler
and provisions for the plunge into Peten.  ror Millward o ed 1 & ]
Within a few wecks seventyv-five men them what the trouble wi but e re-
and a hundred mules had been collected ' fused to talk. Kunowing that, while these
and everything was in readiness for the Mayas wmdght be enaxed o e 1 t
gtart anywhere, 1L was o Waste of in Lo ¥
With all his knowledga of the natives, | to force them Into anything. he calmiy
which he had quired in numberiess | #at down and hy kK After o il
shooting and exploring expeditions In the | tle the Indians also sat down and bes
Centra! American country during previous | to #Emake bt & the whi custing
vears, Millward had bardly reckoned | Blances wut them which ses |
upon the difficulties which faced him In  dicate that o expected momentarily o
his determination to see this land of | be annibilated
mystery. “El Peten” it was called. What Finally, after using It L
a paralvzing effect this unknown country | of which he was capable, Millwar
would have upon his meén he did not real- | able to calm thelr fears and get ther
twe untll he was pome weeks on hig way tell him the secret of their strangs act
Into the jungles. As setllement after | Little by little he learned that yvears and

vears before—evern thoe men themselves did
not know how long 1 hunts
|1..:-i been prowling through that part of
Jungle. On the ridge of land bef

eettlement was left behind, und the train
of mules and men moved further and fur-
ther into the bleak uplands and through
the tangle of dense swamps, the problem | th

3 M
i al Ma

of averting the ever-threatening mutiny | them aome Jungle beast leaped out vpon
af the men became more pressing | him and killed him.  According te 1
By the time the party had begun the | mathets mer therefore, this hunter's
real work of getilng into the jungle | flerce spirit st roaming that Kill-
Millward had mapped out a dally rou- | side, raging in its ageny and Jealous of
tine, which was riglily enforced. Sun- |8DY mortal presence.  Sho id n man at-
rise was the signal for the men to turn | tempt 1o go up that sl ul ]
gut and round up the mules, whilch were | that ridge some | ble daom which
fod wnd wilered The cooks then |# =pirit could invent woukd befull hi
Tl breakfast which consisted of | The men ended by Hut rifus :.ll tey venl
tortillas mixture of ground malze I ure upon the highland, aml at last Mill-
and water—pork and beans and cof- ward ecompromiged by crossing the rides
fod T trumesits, hammoc tonts | @lone and sending the Mayas around the
#inl cameras were then picked, | Wl to meet him on the otner side
and Millward, taking three or four of But It was durlng the nights that the
his bLest men, started off In the lead,  effect of the jJungle upon the men Was
These pleked men, armed with muchetes most ovident In some respecis thelr =y-

and hatchets, hacked a path through the | perstitions were justified by the uneartily

thick foliage, which M llward followed
at his lelgure, taking notes and making
vations, This was usually Kept up

| obhEer
]

-

| tives, the party contained o large per-
centuge of Mnvas of pura blood. Not only
A1d they hold aloof from thelr Carib com-

| panions, but the consclousness that the |

Quintana Roo, Mexico

to penetrate fortldden country, and
almost Immediately the first signs ol

ancient civilization appeared. A few soll- |

thae

an

tary graves cropped up In the woods
Same were mere mounds, almost obliter-
ated by the tough and luxuriant jungle
owth, Others took the form of funeral
plles, surmountied by heap f stones, T'he
Muayvas refused to dig into these ETan
but an exumination which Mllward made
with the help of |} Caribs revealed Hitl
bt #keletons Linte oth Wir
I s thern fRt e of 1
" O anit n ne the I t of
tha sord of | ges. towns and
w itt 1 o1 th
ik I T Peter A with
L] irk I wl

An Exploring Base Camp in

The Jungles o
Quintana Roo,Mexice

T trom the old Spanish eity which was long
known as “Rome of Spaln.” Its
unigque replica in the New World was 30
filled with magnificent Indlan temples and
palaces that the dozzled Spanjards k-
ened It to the Old World cley.

When Palengue, In the neighboring de-
partment of Chlapus, was dlscoverad by
i party of Spanish travellers in 1720 the
existence of u Maya empire was un-
known. There had never bean any men-
tion of its existence In the reports of the
Spanish Invaders, amd there was no tradl-
tlon even that (t had ever been. Pa-
lenque I8 thought to have been abandoned
as early as the twelfth century, and to
this day It 1s not known by what name
it was called.

If the feat of Millward in his two years
of fiehting the untrodden jungles and
wastes of Peten had ylelded nothing more

the

than the knowledge of these old stona
’:'I!i»ﬂ It would have bheen of priceless
| value, according to archaologists, .n

muking possible a study of Maya history
and culture. S0 far they are almost as
much & mystery as they were two hua-
dred years ago. The elaborate carvings
and petroglypha which mark the buried
temples and palaces are undecipherab's,
and what lttle history of the movements

An Indian Bed
in Peten,
Guatemnala

sunset effects and the appearance of the
sky at night. The sun =ank in a blaze of
glory, followed almost Immediately by
the gloom of midnight. With the arrival
of darkness the of the

|

| appedarance [
| stellations, large and wonderfully brill-
jant. was awe lospiring Fur off on the

northern horfzon the North Star appeared.
while on the other slde of the zenith spar-
kled the SBouthern Crossa, for this strange
country & satd to be the only spot on the
globe where this combination of planets ls
visible. The Mayas, alive to every new
occurrence, were quick to notice this the
first night when camp was pltched on an
upland above the jungle, and for hours
they discussed the phenomenon, sguatting
around the fires und looking up at the
stars.

until about 11:30 In the morping, when a
halt was called for luncheon. During the
Lafternoon the tramping continued, and a
"Httle before sunset work was called off
for the day. The men declded upon a
good locatlon tor the right's camp, and
then sat down to wult for the pack traln,
When it arrived the work of corralling
the mul 8, pitch'ng the tents and getting
| supper began, and kept all hands at work
untll after dark.

L]
In contrast to the Caribs, or coast nk-

By this time the expedition had begun '

Ythelr way forward, eame out suddenly
into a Hetle glade In the woods, In the
| eentre of which stood a large eylindrical
E.-:un Ity sldes and upper surface weral
| a solld mass of exquisite carving, in which
[ the figures of hirds, fHowers and the 1"TII’I‘
this ran a channel to the outer edge. '
There was no room for doubt that |t was )
one of the anclent sacrificinl stopes Ofl
the Mayus, and that the natural glade In |
which It had rested for centurfea was
once the svivan holy of holles of the
Maya pricets of the loeality, where they

“averted evil'" to their people by human
sacrifices

It was the NAnding of this =acrificial
stone that introduced the Arat of the stone
villages, Although lterally Imbedded un-
der the rank undergrowth of the jungle,
enough was uncovered to show that at
fome time [t must have heen a place of
fmportance. Rulned columns lay about,

tof the serpent were repeated In a rlot of
!'1"|."'-" On the top of the stone a slop-
Ing basin was hollowed out, and froin

and great slabs of granite, some of them
welghing muny tons, wépa scattered n

of the Mayas and thelr ancestors, thely
life and art, has survived has been only
In the form of legends kept allve by ou-
scure Maya tribes

Mr. Millward's explorations have estab-
lished the faect that the confines of the
Maya emplre extended far south of the

Irregular heaps. The wavering lines of
broken slabs and columne which n places |
showed through the (ollage Indleated the
generi] outline of streets. In the 1:-\rnru~'l
tion and carving of these glabs there was

every mark of an art which, although belt of towns und citles whose rulns dot
In its form widely at varlanee with that | the porthern coast toward the Bay of
of the Egypllans, Is perhups as old, Campeche, More important still, it Is
There were Indications, too, of a culture | more than probable that the deserted

A% anclent, | country through which he cut his way,

Al the time of the conquest of the | Buarded on all sides by almost Impene-
Mayas, In a warfare which began about | trable jungles, was the original birthplace
1540 and continued for years, a elty called | And stronghold of the race.

Tihoo, on whose slte the Spanish Meridan | In the course of his explorations Min-
Is now located, ls supposed to have been ' ward came upon more than three liun-
the capltal of the emplre. The old Span- | dred groups of rulns, which mark the site
Ish chroniclers relate that the palnces and | of what were once villages and towns of
pyramids of the Mayn elty were so an- | from 1,600 to 15,000 population each. The
clent that from the mounds bullt by the latter have all the characteristics of great
earllest Inhabitants (here grew Lrees n | centres of a highly developed life. As In
thousand years oll. In Maya times each | the famous Palenque, many of the rulns
of the artificlal mounds or pyramlds was | in this hitherto undiscovered land which
crowned by a temple. The massive stone | Millward penetrated are notable in thelr
blocks employed In the construction .1r|-!!lnam!nm, decorations and suggestions
these were used by the Spanish conquis-| of ‘the high degree of eclvillzation which
tadores In the erection of thelr own created them. But as ever, owing to the
homes. Merlda, In. fact, got its name superstition of the Mayas in his party, ho

Empire Buried Deep in Guatemalan Jungles
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i'.\.':'u- unable t

| compelled to foll back
| At night around the

| through the stories of their people
| existence of these anclent cities, ghey could

| familiar with

| tended
| which he afterward explored
the

| for & Fifth avenue

|

.

l.rib
Children in
Bnthins

o give them more than scant
attention Mayas alwa
turb any part of the r
was any dlgging to be do
upan
fires the

his Cartihs
youns

plorer sometimes heard the Mayas d

sing ruins which 1 hod seen that day
and rehearsing varl legends, and
though from their talk he was often
vinced that these strange men had heard

of the
1]

v

fun-

never be persuaded to talk to him ahout

| them

RICHES ON EVERY SIDE.

For four months Millward and hig men
tolled through forests whaose richness he
declares s not even suspected by people
wdjoining eountries. Im-
menge mahogany trees of a slze and qual-
Ity unapproached by anything known to
commerce grew on every sidel Rosewood,
ehony, cedar. logwood, chicle, cacao and
rubber treee o. dimensions unknown to
the famous distriet of Quintana Roo, ex-
far northward Into the districts
Orchids of

half dozen of
n small fortuns
trailed from
the trees and dangled the path so as to be
i nuisance Through this bewlldering
fairyland the tired men and their lagging
pack animals finally worked their way,
and one night, camped upon an land
plateau, thev heard far off to the west
ward the pounding of the Pacific. Al-
though still more than twenty-five miles
from the coast, they could sense, in the
still mnight alr, the mumed sound of the
sea.

A few days later, four months and
a nalf from the time they left Bellza
Millward wnd his men came out of the
jungle at Laguna Carmen, near the Bay
of Campeche, In the Gulf of Meoxico.
There they put in & month of good rest
Several of the men had died from fever
and exposure, and & percentage of the
mules had been lost. The trip, however,
was o marked success. Preparations were
at once made for the return trip to Bellze,
and for this Millward mapped out a route
which would take him across about sixt¥
miles further to the north.

DISCOVERY OF “FOUR SISTERS."

It was when a month and a half inland
on thig secomd trip that there oaccurred
one of the most Important incidents of
the enterprize. This was the discovery of
four large and hitherto unknown lakes

most delleate hue

Id muke

whose bulbs wi

florist

Here, aguin, Millward found that thelr
existence, if not thelr locatlon, was al-
ready known to his Mayas under the

name of "“The Four Sisters.'

The party came upon the shores of the
first lake one night at sunset. For some
mexplicable reason the country for &
mile around s almost destitute of trees
or thick undergrowth, and broad flelds of
long, matted grass slope away to the
forests, so that the view of the lukes I8
unobstructed. They have an are: of
about flve square miles and are situated
in a group separated by rich, grassy lands
with scattering groves of trees. From
the talk of his Indians, who were awe-
stricken at the sight, Millward was con-
vinced that these lands teem with Maya
legend and that they probably held an
Important part in the ceremonlal life of
the emplre. These bodjes of water are
of singular beauty and reflect a pecullar
blue, which, according to Miliward, 1§
comparable only to that of the Itallan
lukes,

Maya villages continued to dot the
Jungles as the party progressed eastward,
and In all of them the explorer was well
recelved. As Millward worked further on
In the general direction of Belize, hid
destination, and began to approach the
other coast he came upon occasional sel
tlements of Caribs. In physique and
strength he considers these men far su-
perior to the Mayas, and In thelr native
customs, uncorrupted by the influence of
tho coast towns, they are in many way®

Continuca om seventh page.
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